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'NAACP Pledges Continued Efforts

For Mixed Schools In

-
CHARLOTTE, Aug.&‘zKelly

Alexander, state president of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, to-
night declared the NAACP “‘will
continue to push forward for the
removal of all racial segregation
in public education.”

Alexander made his remarks in
commenting on Gov. Luther
Hodges’ long awaited ‘“Report to
the People” on integration in the
state’s public school system.

Following is Alexander’s state-
|ment, in part:

“The NAACP did not recognize
in the governor’s address tonight
any evidence of a plan or program
acceptable to the majority of free-
dom-loving Negroes in North Caro-|;
[lina to desegregate the public
|schools.

“Our interpretation of the gov-
ernor’s address tonight was an ap-
peal for the Negroes in North Caro-
lina to compromise on fundamental
constitutional rights to forget that
they are citizens and their right
as citizens—an appeal for them to
delay in working for the enforce-
ment of the constitutionally pro-
tected right in the field of public
education.

“The first paragraph of the May
31 decision of this year notified
all public school officials and all

957"

concerned w1th public  education
that the continued maintenance of
segregation in public education is
unlawful and in violation of the
United States constitution. Anyone
requiring such segregated public
education is deliberately and with
full knowledge operating contrary
to the U. 8. constitution. In doing
so they are deliberately laying
themselves open to the full impact
of the civil and criminal statutes
prohibiting state officials from
denying Americans their rights
guaranteed by the U. S. constitu-
tion.

“For high government officials
to encourage the continuation of
public schools as they now exist
on a segregated basis is not acting
in good faith but contrary to the
law of the land. In our field, the
field of civil rights, affirmative
legislation is never resorted to
unless there is no possibility of
getting compliance from govern-
mental agencies without lawsuits.

“In view of North Carolina’s po-
sition in this matter, the NAACP
will continue to push forward for
the removal of all racial segrega-
tion in public education and re-
iterate -~ our determination to
achieve this goal without compro-
mise of principle.

“It is our opinion the answer to
solving the problem of desegrega-
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tion in North Carolina is for school
boards to get started by comply-
ing with the Supreme Court’s de-
cision with deliberate speed. The
fullest resources of the NAACP in-
cluding the legal staff, the re-
search staff, and education special-
ists will be utilized to be sure there
is no discrimination against teach-
ers as a result of integration. We
feel that teacher personnel should
be assigned on a non-discrimina-
tory basis and we know that Negro
teachers in the state of North Caro-
lina are qualified to teach school
children irrespective of race,
color or creed ...

“It should be recogmzed that no
minority in this country has ever
been asked over and over again
to forget that he is a citizen when
basic constitutional rights are in-
volved. Finally, statements made
concerning the possibility of ex-
periencing violent reaction to at-
tempt the desegregation to our
way of thinking is an effort to
stop progress toward compliance
with the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion. It is our opinion that both
races know the Supreme Court
decisions are not only legally right
but are morally right .

“The NAACP will contmue its
program to realize complete and
absolute equality not only in the
ifeld of public education but in all
areas in the community life in
the State of North Carolina.”
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